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DATE:   February 1, 2010    
 
TO:  Board Members 
 
 
FROM:  Lynne Shively 
   Licensing Program Manager  
 
SUBJECT: Statutory Proposal to Amend Business & Professions Code, Sections 

2895 and 4548 Relative to the Statutory Fee Ranges 
 
 
On February 20, 2009, the Board of Vocational Nursing and Psychiatric Technicians 
(Board) approved proposed statutory amendments to Business & Professions (B&P) 
sections 2895 and 4548 relative to increasing the “statutory fee ranges” for the initial 
license fee, the biennial renewal fee and the delinquency fee.  Board staff was directed to 
proceed with the legislative process.  Unfortunately, Board staff was unable to find an 
author to carry this statutory fee range proposal.  
 
Since that time, a Licensing Program Budget Change Proposal (BCP) that becomes 
effective July 1, 2010 necessitated a concurrent “regulatory” fee change.  On December 1, 
2009, a regulation notice was filed to increase the examination and re-examination fees 
(see Agenda Item # 12.).  Specifically, the proposed regulations would change the following 
fee amounts:  

 
VN Program   PT Program 

 Examination Applications From $75 to $150  From $100 to $150 
 Retake Applications   From $75 to $150  From $100 to $150 
 Dishonored Checks*  From $10 to $25  From $10 to $25 

(*Note:  The dishonored check fee does not include a statutory fee range.) 
 
In addition, the Board is now moving forward with Consumer Protection Enforcement 
Initiative (CPEI) and a BCP was approved effective July 1, 2010.  According to the 
Department of Consumer Affairs’ Budget Office, the Board’s fund condition will be 
negatively impacted unless revenue adjustments are made in the future.   
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As such, all of the fees that are or will be at their statutory maximums need to be amended.  
Accordingly, this proposal would amend the statutory fee ranges for the following revenue 
categories: 
 
Fee Category VN–Statutory Fee Range PT-Statutory Fee Range 
Exam Application From $150 to $300 From $150 to $400 
Retake Application From $150 to $300 From $150 to $400 
Biennial Renewal From $150 to $300 From $300 to $400 
Delinquent Renewal  From $75 to $150 From $150 to $200 
Initial License Fee Amount equal to biennial 

renewal fee. 
Amount equal to biennial 
renewal fee. 

 
This proposal would only change the statutory fee range authority (see Attachment B).  A 
separate fee regulation would be required to change the fees within the new fee range.   
 
Recommendation: 
 
The Board approve the proposed statutory amendments to B&P Code, Sections 2895 and 
4548, and direct staff to proceed with the legislative process. 
 
 
Attachment A – Proposed Statutory Amendments 
 
 
(2/1/2010) 
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Attachment A 
 

Statutory Fee Ranges 
 
Amend Business and Professions Code sections 2895 (Vocational Nursing) and 
4548 (Psychiatric Technician) as follows: 
 
2895.  Fee Schedule. 
 

The amount of the fees prescribed by this chapter in connection with the 
issuance of licenses under its provisions is that fixed by the following schedule:  

 
(a) The fee to be paid upon the filing of an application shall be in an amount 

not less than seventy-five dollars ($75) and may be fixed by the board at an amount 
no more than one hundred fifty dollars ($150) three hundred dollars ($300). 

(b) The fee to be paid for taking each examination shall be the actual cost to 
purchase the examination from a vendor approved by the board. 

(c) The fee to be paid for any examination after the first shall be in an amount 
not less than seventy-five dollars ($75) and may be fixed by the board at an amount 
no more than one hundred fifty dollars ($150) three hundred dollars ($300). 

 (d) The biennial renewal fee to be paid upon the filing of an application for 
renewal shall be in an amount not less than one hundred dollars ($100) and may be 
fixed by the board at an amount no more than one hundred fifty dollars ($150) 
three hundred dollars ($300).  In addition, an assessment of five dollars ($5) shall 
be collected and credited to the Vocational Nurse Education Fund, pursuant to 
Section 2895.5. 

(e) Notwithstanding Section 163.5, the delinquency fee for failure to pay the 
biennial renewal fee within the prescribed time shall be in an amount not less than 
fifty dollars ($50) and may be fixed by the board at not more than 50 percent of the 
regular renewal fee and in no case more than seventy-five dollars ($75) one 
hundred fifty dollars ($150). 

(f) The initial license fee is an amount equal to the biennial renewal fee in 
effect on the date the application for the license is filed. 

(g) The fee to be paid for an interim permit shall be in an amount not less 
than forty dollars ($40) and may be fixed by the board at an amount no more than 
fifty dollars ($50). 

(h) The fee to be paid for a duplicate license shall be in an amount not less 
than twenty-five dollars ($25) and may be fixed by the board at an amount no more 
than fifty dollars ($50). 

 (i) The fee to be paid for processing endorsement papers to other states 
shall be in amount not less than seventy-five dollars ($75) and may be fixed by the 
board at an amount no more than one hundred dollars ($100). 

No further fee shall be required for a license or a renewal thereof other than 
as prescribed by this chapter.   
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4548.  Fee Schedule. 
 

The amount of the fees prescribed by this chapter in connection with the 
issuance of licenses under its provisions shall be according to the following 
schedule:  

 
(a) The fee to be paid upon the filing of an application shall be in an amount 

not less than one hundred dollars ($100), and may be fixed by the board at an 
amount no more than one hundred fifty dollars ($150) three hundred dollars 
($300). 

(b) The fee to be paid for taking each examination shall be the actual cost to 
purchase an examination from a vendor approved by the board. 

(c) The fee to be paid for any examination after the first shall be in an amount 
not less than one hundred dollars ($100), and may be fixed by the board at an 
amount no more than one hundred fifty dollars ($150) three hundred dollars 
($300).  

(d) The biennial renewal fee to be paid upon the filing of an application for 
renewal shall be in an amount not less than two hundred dollars ($200), and may be 
fixed by the board at an amount no more than three hundred dollars ($300) four 
hundred dollars ($400). 

(e) Notwithstanding Section 163.5, the delinquency fee for failure to pay the 
biennial renewal fee within the prescribed time shall be in an amount not less than 
one hundred dollars ($100) and may be fixed by the board at not more than 50 
percent of the regular renewal fee and in no case more than one hundred fifty 
dollars ($150) two hundred dollars ($200). 

(f) The initial license fee is an amount equal to the biennial renewal fee in 
effect on the date the application for the license is filed.  

(g) The fee to be paid for an interim permit shall be in an amount no less than 
twenty dollars ($20) and may be fixed by the board at an amount no more than fifty 
dollars ($50). 

(h) The fee to be paid for a duplicate license shall be in an amount not less 
than twenty dollars ($20) and may be fixed by the board at an amount no more than 
fifty dollars ($50). 

(i) The fee to be paid for processing endorsement papers to other states shall 
be in an amount not less than twenty dollars ($20) and may be fixed by the board at 
an amount no more than fifty dollars ($50). 

(j) The fee to be paid for post-licensure certification in blood withdrawal shall 
be in an amount not less than twenty dollars ($20) and may be fixed by the board at 
an amount no more than fifty dollars ($50). 

(k) The biennial fee to be paid upon the filing of an application for renewal for 
a provider of an approved continuing education course or a course to meet  the 
certification requirements for blood withdrawal shall be in an amount not less 
 than one hundred fifty dollars ($150), and may be fixed by the board at an 
 amount no more than two hundred dollars ($200). 

 
(2/1/2010) 
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